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Thermal Springs of Fukui Prefecture, with
Special Report on the Awara Spa

Zenzo TSUKANO

Geological Laboratory, Fukui University

Fukui Prefecture is not blessed with many hot springs, although several hot springs,
i.e. Mikata, Tamagawa, Tsuruga, Daianji, Tojimbo and Yoshizaki, were recently exploited,
but the waters of most hot springs are not hot enough to be used for thermal-bath pur-
poses. The Spa Awara is the only hot spring in that prefecture whose water is suitable
to be used for the above mentioned purpose. Awara Hot Spring is located in the northern
part of the socalled Fukui Plain. There are 24 hot spring wells registered in that town.
In this area the hot water is pumped up from the aquifers in the deluvial deposits. The
water is supposed to be partly permeating through the fractured zones (NE-SW and
NW-SE directions) in the Tertiary basal rocks. Recently, with increasing consumption
of hot spring water, it has become conspicuous that the ordinary underground water is
gradually permeating into the hot-spring-water-aquifers vertically and horizontally from
the surrounding area, and thus the thermal water is being diluted and its temperature
lowered.

Although various measures have been undertaken to prevent cold water penetrating
the hot spring aquifers, no effective method has been found.
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