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The melanin formation suppressing e ect of hot spring water with respect to its

aging was measured using samples of alkaline sulfur spring water collected from Nozawa

spa in Nagano Prefecture and acidic sulfur spring water from Takayu spa in Fukushima

Prefecture, and samples of iron spring water from Tengu spa in Nagano Prefecture. For

aging, the collected spring water samples were left for predetermined periods of time in

an open-system environment, air bubbles were forced into them, or combinations of these

methods were used. After evaluation of the degree of aging based on ORP (oxidation-

reduction potential) pH relationship, the spring water samples thus prepared were sub-

jected to the measurements of the melanin formation suppressing e ect. In the measure-

ments, each of the spring water samples was adjusted to pH using a phosphoric acid

bu er, tyrosine and tyrosinase were added to each sample, and then the absorbance (at a

wavelength of nm) of dopachrome produced as an intermediate in melanin formation

was measured in terms of variations with aging time. The measurement results showed

that non-aged samples of both sulfur and iron hot spring waters characterized by a low

ORP suppressed melanin formation as expected whereas aged samples of these spring

waters having a high ORP did not suppress melanin formation.

Furthermore, since melanin is formed in the skin, we have also carried out experi-

ments to investigate the cutaneous permeability of reductive components of the spring

water samples. As a substitute for the skin, a nylon-polyethylene double-layered film

having an equivalent-to-skin barrier function was employed. In the experiments, reduc-

tive components (H S) of non-aged sulfur spring water samples permeated through the

film while the film permeability of reductive components (Fe (II)) of non-aged iron spring

water was not observed. Contrastingly, no film permeability was found in the cases of
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Melanin, dopachrome, aged hot spring water, Nozawa spa, Takayu spa, Tengu

spa, cutaneous permeability.

aged samples of both sulfur and iron spring waters. Since reductive sulfur and iron hot

spring waters, both of which are capable of suppressing melanin formation, are di erent

in the degree of cutaneous permeability, it is apparent that the species of reductive com-

ponents can cause a significant di erence in the e ect of suppressing melanin formation

in the skin. Further, as having been generally said that the beneficial e ects and e ca-

cies of hot spring water are lost with its aging, the present work has confirmed that the

aging of hot spring water results in nullification of its beneficial e ect of suppressing

melanin formation in the skin.
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Fig. Scheme of experimental arrangement for film permeation of reductive components.
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shown in Fig. .

277

: :

: pH

: pH :

ORP

Fig.

ORP . . pH

O H e H O

ORP . pH

H e H

;

Okouchi

ORP

ORP . . pH

ORP

Figure

ORP

ORP

pH

ORP pH

pH

pH

ORP

pH

Fig.

Figures

Fig.

nm pH

Fig. Fig.

Figure

et al.,

ORP pH

nm

o-

1

. .1/

1

-

, ,

,

1

1 -

/3 ,*+*

-

+ ,- * */3

. . ,

* */3

, ,

+332

,**,

* 2. * *.1

-

1

-

. 0

+

.1/ 1

. /

0 +*

- o

.

.1/



� � � � �

� ��	 
 �� �
 �
 �
 � � �
������	������

� � � �

� ��	 
 �� �
 �
 � � ���
����	������


 
 
 
��� ! "#$% �&'( )#*+ ,- . ��/0



� 




��1�1� �



� 


 � 2




 � � 



 
 �
�


 
� � 




�

 � 
 � 


 � 3 



 �




 �

 
 �

�


 


� 
 3 
 �

 � 
 
 �


� �
 
 �


� �

� � 


�




 � 
� � 


 
 � 



 
 �

 
� �

� 


 � 
� � 



� �

 �


 �

 
 
� � 
�

4�56789:;<=>?@7ABC: DEF
�ABGH7IJ�KLMN�OP OQO RS
T<U�V7IJ W OP����
XY Z[\R]����^_ �DEF�ABG
H7IJ�KLMN�OP `\ �Y a
b!c	 d�c e4N fXg
hCij�DEF�AB klmX ;<=>?@
�no4 �pqghN�OP `\
ab!c	 dX c e47 Xr9Q
�DEF�ABN kOjsKt^7uQK OQ
O c�e47 �����	 W XY

���Rv�wxQ9no4756O DE
F�AB7IJOjsK t:Y�����ce4
Yc ^c yze4N�O {:|}~
��c �e47~ �sQ �KsYlm�
KfX���	�T<U�V7IJOc 7�
�OPQ C9�Y�����Bu7��OPQ
� s�:Q�KsY�yOPLM^��9:K
OQO s�:�Oj�c YDEF� k�
MN �Kt^Yr9QX�K

Q9 � Z[ ��\R]����
�}~�Bu���������T<U�V���
N{:�:�� {:9���Y � \R]
� ���Q9�BC: s�:� Y

��OP�T<U�V���� W YT<
U�V7IJO �7!���%� �5
�sT<U�V���� W ����HOP�
�	���� W N ��� ¡�O �
�Y��	N¢POj����lm�LMN��

\R] �Z[ �����{:�:
� � ��T<U�V���� W Y £
¤ ���9 ^_ � ¥��}~�¦§

7¨©�ª«¬<­® ,- N¯OP
°±�N��O �����	 W � Nq
²p³�^�`s W�´µj�¶CiP !·
���� �T<U�V���� W XY
��	¸�����	 W � �q²p

³Cij�ghY`� r9Q���	�}~�¦§����Y89:`st^7uQK t:Y
T<U�V�RS ��	x�}~�¦§7¹ºOjsKt^Q9»¼�½LX��K
!· �����	XY �T<U�V���� W \R]T<U�V����

�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�

�
�

� �

�

	

� ��� �����	
��
������
�������������� � �!"
#$	 
%&' � 	 ()

� ��� �*+��	
��
������
�������������� � �!"
#$	 
%&' � 	 ()

, -./���0
1234

�

�

� �
�

�

�

spring water samples (Tengu spa) as shown

Fig. Absorbance of dopachrome ( nm) as

an intermediate of melanin formation reac-

tion during the aging of Takayu hot spring

waters

: Purified water (pH ). , , , :

Hot spring water samples (Takayu spa) as

shown in Fig. .

Fig. Absorbance of dopachrome ( nm) as

an intermediate of melanin formation reac-

tion during the aging of Tengu hot spring

waters

: Purified water (pH ). , , : Hot

in Fig. .
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Variations in absorbance ( nm) due to dopachromeFig.

produced as an intermediate in melanin formation reac-

tion for Fe ( ) aqueous solution.

: ppm. : ppm. : ppm. : ppm. :

ppm

Fig. Influence of ORP pH variations of Nozawa hot spring waters on film permeation.

: Hot spring water. : aged hot spring water. : variations with time in puri-

fied water in film enclosure.

Fig. Influence of ORP pH variations of Takayu hot spring waters on film permeation.

: Hot spring water. : aged hot spring water. : variations with time in puri-

fied water in film enclosure.
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Fig. Influence of ORP pH variations of Tengu hot spring waters on film permeation.

: Hot spring water. : aged hot spring water. : variations with time in puri-

fied water in film enclosure.
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