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On the 2016 Kumamoto Earthquake and Hot Springs,
Specially Focused on the Beppu Hydrothermal
Area, Japan ; by Making Inquiries to Citizens

Yuki Yusa”

Abstract

The 2016 Kumamoto Earthquake, whose main shock occurred on early dawn of April
16, 2016, did very severe damage to people, lands, houses, transports, and lifelines etc. in
both Kumamoto and Oita Prefectures, Kyushu Island, Japan.

This note will treat first influences on hot springs made by the main shock based on
information in newspapers and websites and so on. A well-known hot spring hotel in
Minami Aso Village has not be opened for road hazards. In Uchinomaki Spa, Aso City, it
became unable to pump up thermal groundwater due to breaking of wells caused by sliding
of subsurface layer. Secondly, description will be made on inquiries to citizens concerning
influences on hot springs in the Beppu Hydrothermal Area, which were brought by the
earthquake occurred near Beppu induced by the main shock. Influences were lesser
degrees as water getting white or brown turbid.
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