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Current status evaluation of “Megama and Ogama geysers”
as a nationally designated special natural monument

Yasushi FuruTa?

Abstract

It is reported that the “Megama and Ogama geysers”, which is designated as a special
natural monument of the country, was actively erupting from the Taisho era to the early
Showa era. After that, it repeatedly declined, and during the 19 years from 1960 to 1978,
investigations were attempted seven times to restore the activity. Although the activity
resumed, it did not last long, and in 1979 the activity completely stopped and continues to
this day. The cultural heritage database of the Agency for Cultural Affairs describes the
appearance of the Megama and Ogama geysers at the time they were designated as natural
monuments, but there are no entries since the activity was completely stopped. On its
website, Miyagi Prefecture states, “Currently, the volcanic eruption has completely stopped,
and the cause is not well understood,” and no new information has been released since the
cessation of activity. Osaki City, like the prefecture, has not released any new information
after the suspension of activities. The author conducted a field survey in June 2022 in order
to know the current state of the special natural monument “Megama and Ogama geysers”,
which has been inactive for more than 40 years. As a result, we were able to identify the
location of both geysers, and far from being inactive, they were completely buried by sand
and covered with vegetation. It was confirmed. In addition, as a result of evaluating the
current status of both geysers as special natural monuments in light of the requirements for
designation as special natural monuments, we concluded that they are insufficient to meet
the requirements for special natural monuments.
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